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how an author counde
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~ SHOW, DONT TELL

-active voice/action verbe

-gecenes

-characterization through action,

reaction, dialogue,
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- WHICH 15 BETTER]

Michael wae angry. Michael took the ctapler off hic
PR " Y _ desk and hurled it toward me.
| ~ Gtunned, I froze ac it whizzed
. _ past my face and exploded on
| the wall behind me. »



- WHY ISN'TIT BETTER]

Adjectivec — limiting & cubjective

_ Michael was angry. =

e g

 linking verb = WAS




WHY IS 17 BETTER?

Actiong give the reader an experience-a ccene-more perconality.

_Michael took the ctapler off his deck and hurled it toward me.
Stunned, I froze ac it whizzed past my face and exploded on the
_wall behind me.

Astion verbe = TOOK. HURLED, FROZE, WHIZZED, EXPLODED
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~~ (OMMON LINKING VERBS
| am fee/ ook ceem

tacte  cmell  appear grow

_ become _remain




~ VERBS & CONNOTATIONS

Cameron was happy. Comeron clid on a cmile.
. & U  Cameron beamed up at me.
- e =B =
- C'amer_oni s'm/héed, -
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ASTUDY OF VOICEY EXAMPLES

-genre -characters
-cetling -relation CA/}DC




~ WHAT DO WE KNOW?

: Me. and Mre. Durcley, of number Foa;, Privet Drive, were proud to
| cay that they were perfectly normal, thank you very much. They were

- the last people youd expect to be involved in anything ctrange or -
a8 mysterious, because they just didnt hold with such nongense.




- WHAT DO WE KNOW?

It was a bright cold day in April, and_ the clocks were ctriking
thirteen.




- WHAT DO WE KNOW?

“Ctop! Leave her alone!” Jimmy cereamed.

 The man pulled out a knife and turned toward Jimmy.

_ No!"the woman cried. Just take my purce and leave us alone!”
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WHAT DO WE KNOW!

I choot back the tequila, and it cmo;th. Mo cheap ctuff thic time.
Patron. No retching, no face to make. Juct pure, unadulterated amnecin
Juice to paracail me off to my happy place before thic idiot getes here.

—————— e

IF he even chowe up.
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ASTUDY OF A “TELLING”™ EXAMPLE

How could it be better?
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(.3, LEWIS'S
JHE LION. THE WITCH AND THE WARDROSE

Once there were four children whoce namee were Peter, Sucan, Edmund

and (ucy. Thic ctory ic about comething that happened to them when they

were cent away from (ondon éecaace of the air-raids. The were cent to the

— e

houce of an old ,bkofeg'cor who lived in the heart of £ the ¢ céantry, ten milec from

the nearect railway ctation and two milee from the nearect ,bog't office. He

“had no wife and he lived in a very large housce with a housekeeper called M.
Macready and three cervante. (Their namee were Ivy, Margaret and Betty,
but they do not come into the ctory much:)
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N (CONTINUED)

He himeelf wae a very old man with chaggy uiA/te hair which grew over

\: moct of hic face ac well ag on hic head, and they liked him almost at once;

— but on the firct evening when he came out to meet them at the front
——————————doot;-he wae-co-odd-tooking-that-Lucy-(who wae-the yourgect) wae-actittle——
N i afraid of him and Edmund (who wae the next yoa’ngef’t] wanted to laugh

- and had to keep pretending he wac blowing hic noce to hide it.




HOW MANY INSTANCES OF TELLING CAN YOU FIND!

Once there were four children whoce namec were Peter, Sucan, Edmund

and (ucy. Thic ctory ic about comething that happened to them when they

were cent away from (ondon because of the air-raids. They were cent to the

houce of an old ,brofeg’cor who lived in the heart of £ the ¢ céantry, ten milec From

the nearect railway ctation and two milec from the nearect ,bog't office. He

‘had no wife and he lived in a very large housce with a housekeeper called Mre.

Macready and three cervante. (Their names were Ivy, /Ma#garet and Betty,
but they do not come into the g’tory much.) ; ‘
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(CONTINUED)

He himeelf wae a very old man with chagqy w_Aite hair which grew over

moct of hic face ac well ag on hic head, and they liked him almost at once;

but on the firct evening when he came out to meet them at the front

—doot;he wae co odd-looking that-Lucy{(who wae the youngect} wac a little———
afraid of him and Edmund (who wae the next youngect) wanted to laugh ~

and had to keep pretending he wae blowing hic noce to hide it.




HOW DO YOU SHOW!

Action/reaction
Dialogue

Appearance

. AQC/'VQ ‘q(eg'cr/rpt/on
Atmocphere
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Centence ctructure & Punctuation




ACTION/REACTION

| Fear Boredom - Happinece

Fog billowed at Jociah yawned and Enmuma raced to the ice

Stefania’c feet ac che  glanced at the clock.  cream truck, and her

crept through the dark _The profeccor droned  eyec bugged at the cize
Forest. The crack of o _on about accounting  of the neon bomb pop.
nearby ctick ctopped information cyctemd, ——

her in her tracke, and  and Jociah ctared N S

_her kneec quaked. _blankly at hic cparce I
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DIALOGUE

| Fear Boredom N Happinece

“Uho'e there?” ‘Forty-five more “Tt'e the moct beautiful

_Stefania whispered. minutec of thic  thing Tve ever ceen!”
 windbay,” Jociah  Emma grinned at her
o muttered. ______________ treal. e




APPEARANCE & ACTIVE DESCRIPTION

Fear Boredom - Happinece

Her dark bange dripped  Dr. Chen'e coot-colored — Emma’e braids bounced
_into her eyeq, and _ cuit blended him into ____ac che ckipped back to

Stefanio pulled her —_the gray of the — the cwing cet.

cloak tighter around __ cinderblock walle cowell

her chouldere. that Jociah had to

, - —_cquint to perceive the S SO NN
et SRR " chameleon. pS—




ATMOSPHERE & THE  SENSES

Fear Boredom - Happinece

Fog billowed at [he warm air in the The cun emiled down
Stefaninc feet ac che  under ventilated room __and licked at the
crept through the dark _and the coft buzz of  popcicle. Emma giggled
Forect. The crack of o Chene lecture lulled — ac linec of cticky cugar
nearby ctick ctopped ]OCI'AA into a Lrance. roan down her hande

her in her tracke, and . —andarme.

Lherkneec quaked o i e e




SENTENCE STRUCTURE & PUNCTUATION

Fear Boredom - Happinece

(rack Another 45 minutec of  Ewmma raced to the ice
A nearby ctick?  thic. Awecome.

 cream truck, and her

__eyec bugged at the cize

Stefanio ctopped. Held — of the neon bomb pop.
her breath. , . Ite the moct beautiful

- o - __thing Tve ever ceen!”
Che waited—until the e e e _&m&g/cmgd.___m,ﬂ e

Lnight fell cilemtopee
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CHALLENGE

[ake the opening paragraph of (WW and write a
ccene that ic active, inctead of a big pacsive
paragraph.
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How can you chow that they're ciblinge?

How can you chow their agec?

" How can you chow the time ,ber/_oa/? ST

T Their eituation? Their feelinge about f%s’,’b%b?éf’?ok? R i

Where they are? —




C.S. LEWIS'S JAF LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROSE

Once there were four children whoce namee were Peter, Sucan, Edmund

and (ucy. Thic ctory ic about comething that happened to them when they

were cent away from (ondon éecaace of the air-raids. The were cent to the

— e

houce of an old ,bkofeg'cor who lived in the heart of £ the ¢ céantry, ten milec from

the nearect railway ctation and two milee from the nearect ,bog't office. He

“had no wife and he lived in a very large housce with a housekeeper called M.

Macready and three cervante. (Their names were Ivy, /Mm'garet o 5etty,
but they do not come into the s’toky much.) £ :




(CONTINUED)

He himeelf wae a very old man with chaggy uiA/te hair which grew over
moct of hic face ac well ag on hic head, and they liked him almost at once;
but on the firct evening when he came out to meet them at the front
—door;-he wae-co-odd-looking that-Lucy(whowae-theyourngect)} wae-atfittle———
afraid of him and Edmund (who wae the next youngect) wanted to laugh

- and had to keep pretending he wac blowing hic noce to hide it.




10 RECAP...
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_authenticity) B HeeewhatIdidthere  Hallteration
 egecilapology o OS Lewiet
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